State, Government, Politics

We did not know what we wanted and we did not want what

we knew.                                     ERNST VON SALOMON, 1930

(Accomplice in the murder of Rathenau)

Poison, dagger, pistol, bomb seemed the tools of a horde
of cold-hearted murderers emerging from the darkness of the
German chaos.                            ERNST VON SALOMON, 1930

One may even say that actually Wilhelm the Second did in a
certain sense perfectly fulfil the duty of a king, inasmuch as
he was almost always the expression of the overwhelming
majority of his subjects, the protagonist and executor of
their ideas, the representative of their conception of the
world. Most Germans of the Wilhelmine era were nothing
but pocket editions, reduced copies, miniature impressions of
the Kaiser Wilhelm.                            EGON FRIEDELL, 1931

The lack of political sense in Germany has always had very
unfortunate results, and the achievements of individual
statesmen of importance are in contrast with the political
obtuseness of the nation as a whole, and also of many who
are statesmen by profession.                   EWALD BANSE, 1932

The great defect of Bismarck's creation was that it did not
educate the rising generation for the circumstances of our
new form of political life. One saw the new form but did
not understand it, and did not inwardly assimilate it, with
its horizons, its problems, and its new duties. One did not
live with these things. And the average German, then as
always, conceived the destiny of his great country from the
party and particularist point of view ; that is, his ideas were
shallow, narrow-minded, stupid, parochial.

OSWALD  SPENGLER,   1933
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